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The dean of

modern-day
scholars %

Tpgn dﬂ;‘wtngu{ the death of e

Inhn An Munroe, T turned |
o my Delaware bookshelves w -
efresh my mamory on the wril-
on legaey he has left us of our
stape's hjstory

But Munroe’s most lasting
egaoy lins in the many former
itiidents, multitude of frlends
ind average Delawdareans to
vhom he conveved a love of
Delawaresumique history — this
snlumnist among them. Perhaps
no one has dong more to stima.
late an abiding interest in the
riits of today's Delaware.

From the wvolumes of
Chomas Scharf, Christopher
Ward and H Clay Read, 1o the
work of C. A, Weslager and
Harold Hanoock, to more recent
boaks by William Williams and
Jarol Hoffecker, Delaware has
peen fortunate to have been
thronicled thoroughly and
vividly by these and many oth-
ars. Munroe, though, can truly
se called the dean of modern:
iay Delaware scholars.

He continued {0 research
ind write past his D0th vear His
last driginal book,

‘Philadelawareans and Dihpr
Hesave Relating to Delaware,
was published just two ynars
ago. It inchudes an autobiogra-
shy of his forebears’ emigration
‘0 America, the native Wilming
[omians own working-class ori-
zin, his stombling into teaching
high schoal history and how he
ame to become a professor at
the University of Delaware.

In boolks. articles, columns in

the lormer MOrming News and
other writing, Munroe was al-
ways scholarly yet eminently
readable. Among historians he
was hailed for his thorough re-
search, which could demolish
commonly held and erroneous
beliefs, Over the vears he won
many honors perhans most ime-
portantly the first Governor's
Heritage Award from Gov. Ruth
Ann Minner and the Francis Al-
lison Award, the highest honor
that the university can bestow

It's tough to single out any
one book or article as his most
importart historical literary
contribution. Outstanding
among them are his history of
his alma mater; his standard
“History of Delaware™; the de-
finitive “Colonial Delaware,” re-
cently reprinted by the Delaware
Heritage Commission; “Federal-
ist Delaware” and the massive
“Louis McLane: Federalist and
Jacksonian,” both covering post-
Revolutionary America.

Munroe's legacy can be
tapped by future scholars be-
cause he donated his extensive
papers to the university Hbrary
His name is also permanently
on the Newark campus on
Munre Hall, named in 1997 as
the home of the Department of
Anthropology and History. His

départmetil

Munroe must also ba hailed
for his personal courage. Long-
time physical health pmhlem.-a
that would have grounded many,
never kept him from active
ticipation in Delawara’s schol-
arly and cultural life, His ability
to remain involved until the
very last days is alsoa tribute 1o
Daorothy, his wife of B0 vears,
who was his constant compan-
jon, cheerleader and wheelchair
pusher.

1t is a3 a mentor and inspira-
tion, though, that Manrog
should and will be most remeni-
bered, How many Delawareans
today owe their love of history
to Munroe? Those who learned
from and befriended Munros
knew him as unassuming,
never flaunting the vast knowl-
edge he possessed,

As remembered hg} his
friend, UD President David
Roselle, Munroe was  the per-
fect embodiment of the gentle-
man v.chu]ar and “a jewel of a
gentleman.”

One way the universitycould
memorialize him would bﬁan r-
store in his name a mandatory
basic couras in Delaware his-
tory and government, which
had been mandated by the Leg-
islature in 1910 and required for
graduation anth] 1973

As T recall, it was not an ex-
citing course, taught in
by someone other than Munroe,
but modern technology can
make it a desired subject,
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